AZ-TWS Conference Call Board Meeting
Minutes

4/30/08

The meeting was called to order at 5pm.

Board Members Present:

Brian Dykstra, Mayra Moreno, Courtney Conway, Joan Scott

Board Members Absent:

Kathy Sullivan, Bill Burger, Robert Fink

Minutes:

The approval of the minutes from the last board meeting conference call was postponed because most people who were at the last meeting were not in attendance at this meeting.  The minutes will be sent to the Board for review, editing, and approval by email.

Treasurer’s Report:

From Bill Burger by email sent on 4/28:  

I continue to try to get signatory authority for our various accounts. It turns out this is more complex than it seems it should be - with accounts at 2 banks and our Board members spread all over the state. There are currently 3 documents circulating for signatures (as per earlier emails and instructions with the documents) - when you receive these please complete and forward ASAP. Joan and I will be signatories on the 2 accounts, so we need our signatures plus officers as authorities. 
 

Our Continuing Education CD comes due today. I've requested it be rolled into our Savings for now since so we have access to deposit and withdraw funds. I plan to set up a new money market account (more signature forms are in route). Interest rates on Savings have also dropped again so I may shuffle those funds too.
Memorial Garden:

From Bill Burger by email sent on 4/28:  

We are currently purchasing 2 plaques as shown at the Feb meeting in Prescott. Following that meeting we did receive ~6 new donations ($50 each) - the donors were added to the appropriate plaque. We did not receive any corrections to the plaque as displayed. AGFD has decided to contribute $491 from a Memorial Garden donation account they had. Following confusion on how that best could be handled I invoiced them for that amount last week and we hopefully will get a check soon. In the interim I plan to finalize the order and make a deposit of $480 to International Bronze. Total cost for the 2 plaques will be $1234.00.
 

At some time the Board needs to decide if we want to review Eric York's death (park service biologist who died following a necropsy on a lion). If we do, and if approved, we will need to buy a memorial plaque for him.
 

Once we receive the donor plaques I'll work with Fred Bloom and others at AGFD Phoenix to assure the new donor plaques and existing memorial and welcome plaques are mounted at the Garden (currently no plaques are mounted there).
 

The Board approved purchase of a plaque for Eric York, the park service biologist who died following necropsy on a lion, assuming that this event meets the requirements for a Memorial Garden plaque.
Summer Meeting:

Kathy and Courtney had submitted ideas for a summer meeting.  The Board approved having the summer meeting at Barfoot Park in the Chiricahua Mountains in conjunction with Dave Prival’s Twin-spotted Rattlesanke Roundup.  The dates will be July 24-27, Thursday to Sunday.  Courtney will contact Dave and will work with Joan on a wildlife alert for sending out to the membership.  We will probably hold the membership meeting on Saturday, and participants can come whichever of the 4 days they are able to help with the surveys.  We will ask members to RSVP so that Dave will know how many participants will be coming.  We might want participants who RSVP to give us their email for communication before the workshop.  Brian agreed to chair the membership meeting on Saturday, if Joan cannot attend (possible personal conflict).
Workshop

Everyone thinks we should have a workshop, but no one has any solid ideas of what we should do.  Those on the conference call suggested it might go better if we had it in connection with a JAM, like the Fisheries folks always do.  That might get more people to attend both the workshop and the JAM, because it is easier to get to one event than two.  The only idea anyone had was a telemetry workshop.  Bill Burger and Brenda Burger might have some input on whether this is something that could be arranged and whether this is a good idea.  
Awards:

Brian is trying to come up with a good format for the two past president’s awards.  He will seek some help from Kathy.

Student Chapter Liaison and Planning

Mayra will work with Kathy and Courtney to come up with a protocol for grants to student chapters to come to the JAM.  

Resolutions and Public Statements Committee

Dick Miller has accepted the Chairmanship of the Resolutions and Public Statements Committee.  Joan will send out a Wildlife Alert asking for committee members to work with Dick.

Next Newsletter

July 7 is Kerry’s deadline for us to get articles in for the next newsletter.  Please write articles.  Also, please ask others you know to submit articles.  Some people have articles written for other venues that would be appropriate to share with our members.  Mayra will contact the student chapters to encourage more articles from them, possibly on events they have participated on and what they learned.

2010 JAM
Brian has contacted Helms-Briscoe, and they are working on locating a meeting site in Flagstaff for the 2010 JAM.  Stu and Pam Sponholz have provided Brian with very helpful information.  Brian heard back from the new NAU conference center, and their facility is still available during our desired dates, so he relayed that on to our Helms-Briscoe contact.  Brian hopes to hear back from Helms-Briscoe soon.
2009 JAM

We have not heard anything from NM-TWS yet.  Joan will contact the NM president and see what they have planned and if a location is selected.  Joan confirmed that AGFD will again not be able to allow many to attend if the meeting is over 100 miles from the AZ border.
The meeting was adjourned at 6pm.
