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Figure 1:  Isolation of natural open space depicted by this aerial photo of Lookout 
Mountain surrounded by residential development. 
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Commonly Seen Species at Phoenix Mountain 
Parks�

Birds � Mammals � Reptiles �
Anna's Hum-
mingbird�

Black-tailed Jack-
rabbit� Chuckwalla�

Cactus Wren� Desert Cottontail� Earless Lizard�

Gambel's Quail� Harris' Antelope 
Squirrel�

Side-blotched 
Lizard�

Mourning Dove� Rock Squirrel� Desert Spiny 
Lizard�

Verdin� Round-tailed 
Ground Squirrel� Tiger Whiptail�
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Figure 2:  Gray fox caught on camera at Piestewa Peak. 

Figure 3:  Small mammal trapping on Camelback Mountain. 
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STUDENT PAPER 

Mexican spotted owl habitat characteristics in Zion National Park 

JANE, G.I. (Graduate Student), and S.O. Lucida, Department of Fishery and Wildlife Sciences, New Mexico StateUniversity, Las 
Cruces, NM 88003. 

We studied Mexican spotted owl (Strix occidentalis lucida) distribution, density, and habitat characteristics in Zion National Park 
from 1989–1991. We detected 28 owls (12 pairs and 4 single males) at 16 different locations throughout the park. Estimated crude 
density ranged from 0.018–0.042 owls/km2 while estimated ecological density ranged from 0.216–0.738 owls/km2 over 3 years. 
Owls were associated with narrow canyons that usually contained a water source. Spotted owls used canyons that had greater abso-
lute humidity and more vegetation strata than canyons selected at random. The geomorphology of these canyons may provide condi-
tions compensatory to the complex forest structure associated with the owl elsewhere within its range by providing cool microcli-
mates and roost and nest sites. 
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 The International Livestock Emergency Response Conference is pleased to announce the addition of a 
poster session to the 2008 conference.  All conference participants are welcome to contribute posters. Post-
ers will be displayed where most of the conference’s major social events (reception and breaks) take place so 
that all who attend will have an opportunity to see them. Staffing of posters is only necessary during the re-
ception on Tuesday, December 2 from 4:00pm to 7:00pm.  All poster topics relevant to emergency planning 
or response will be considered for acceptance. Poster submissions must be received by November 4, 2008 .�

 Visit our website for more information including d isplay times, registration materials and poster top ic submis-
sion forms.  www.cals.arizona.edu/ans/alirt�

 For more information, please contact Debbie Reed at (520) 626-7107 dlreed@email.arizona.edu�

INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK �

EMERGENCY RESPONSE CONFERENCE�

December 2 – 5, 2008 �Doubletree Hotel Reid Park ������
Tucson, Arizona �
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